
 

 

 

Agreement with Partners for Parks 
      
DATE:   May 17, 2016 
 
FROM:   Corey King, Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource Director 
 
Background/Issue:   
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource staff continually search for alternative sources of funding for park 
projects and programs. Partners for Parks is a great example of a non-profit organization that staff would like to 
opportunity to work with to secure funding.  Partners for Parks has served as advocates for promoting and 
enhancing public parks, recreation and environmental conservation since 1996.  Their goal is to “improve the 
quality of life for citizens of Mecklenburg County and surrounding regions by promoting and enhancing the 
parks, greenways, open spaces, active play and recreational opportunities within the community”. 
 
Hats Off to Parks is an example of an event delivered by Partners for Parks in cooperation with Mecklenburg 
County Parks and Recreation.  Funds raised through this event and others, have funded new playgrounds in 
Park Road Park, Reedy Creek, amenities along Sugar Creek Greenway, fences for dog parks and many other 
park improvements.  Partners for Parks offers a safe place for municipalities to safely raise funds.  An 
advantage for donors is that their contributions are tax deductible.  Citizens are also able to contribute directly 
to a project or program that they are interested in.   
 
Contributions are collected and managed directly by Partners for Parks.  As projects begin and incur costs, 
funds would be distributed from Partners for Parks directly to the vendor.  There are no administrative fees 
associated with any contributions.  All donated funds (100%) are used towards the project or program specified.  
Partners for Parks retains interest gained from donated funds.  Revenue from interest is used to offset expenses 
incurred by Partners for Parks.  Funds would not have a timeline or expiration date, they would remain in the 
assigned account until exhausted by the project.     
 
Proposal/Solution:   
Staff proposes to enter into agreement with Partners for Parks, creating a venue for citizens to donate directly to 
park projects. 
 
Financial Impact: 
The financial impact would be positive for the Town of Matthews.  Donated funds would accumulate and be 
used to partially or completely fund projects identified by the Town. 
 
Related Town Goal:  
Financial Performance: To provide financial resources in a prudent and responsible manner through traditional 
and alternative sources of revenue 
 
Recommended Motion:  
Approval to enter into agreement with Partners for Parks 












