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the program to help maintain properties in the Downtown Overlay District.  

 

 
Façade Grant Request 
         Reid House 
134 West John Street 
     October 18, 2013 

                                                        Amount Requested: $2,500 
 

 

Summary and Background 

The Nancy Reid house, constructed in 1890, is one of Matthews’ oldest residential structures. The 
iconic former home of Dr. Thomas Reid is now owned and operated by the Matthews Historical 
Foundation and is currently used as event space for everything from weddings to tea parties to 
business meetings. The property was gifted to the Historical Foundation in 1987 by Ms. Reid with the 
condition that it be maintained. The property is a locally designated historic landmark.    

 

Components of the Request 

As is the case with any historic structure, the home requires regular maintenance to the exterior in 
excess of newer buildings. The request as presented for the grant is composed of paint work, roof 
repair, brick repair to the chimneys and replacement of rotten wood as well as replacement of the 
gutters. The projected cost of the project is $20,500 although the application concedes that the cost 
may escalate if more problems are discovered.  

 

Consistency with the Zoning Ordinance, Downtown Overlay District, and Program Guidelines 

Due to the nature of the work and the desire of the applicant to keep the paint scheme as is, no zoning 
review is required for the project. The request for $5,000 meets the threshold for projects with an 
estimated cost greater than $20,000. 

 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends the full grant request of $5,000 for approval. If approved, the request should be 
structured so that if receipts come in at less than $20,000, the grant will automatically be rewarded at 
the maximum amount allowed in the guidelines. Projects between $10,001 and $20,000 in cost are 
eligible for up to $3,500 in grant funds.  

 









































 

 

 
 
 
Façade Grant Request 
       Plaxco House 
316 East Matthews St 
     October 18, 2013 

                                                        Amount Requested: $2,500 
 
 
Summary and Background 

The historic Funderburk-Plaxco home is believed to date from the 1880’s and was recently designated 
as a local historic landmark. The Historic Landmarks Commission purchased the property in 2012 and 
in 2013 sold the property with protective covenants to Fuller CPA. In September, a portion of the 
property was rezoned from R-20 to O-9 (CD) to allow for the CPA firm to locate in the building. 
Currently, a renovation is planned with construction drawings and site plans under review by both 
Mecklenburg County and the Town. The Historic Landmarks Commission oversees all work proposed 
for the property and has issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for the planned renovation.  

 

Components of the Request 

The rezoning entails the addition of a small parking lot for the site and other site improvements such as 
expansion and paving of the driveway, landscaping and other items. The building is primarily being left 
in its current form. The Façade Grant request is intended to help defer some of the cost of repainting 
the entire exterior of the structure. As stated in the cost estimate for the proposed painting, the paint 
work alone will cost $5,848. This amount qualifies for the maximum grant of $2,500 for projects under 
$10,000 in cost and meets the 50% threshold for the matching grant.  

 

 

Consistency with the Zoning Ordinance, Downtown Overlay District, and Program Guidelines 

Due to the nature of the work, there are no zoning constraints as the portion of the renovation that 
pertains to the Façade Grant Program is only painting related. The amount requested fits within the 
scale established for projects under $10,000 in cost. All required materials for the application were 
submitted and include the completed application, licensed contractors estimate and example photos.  

 

Recommendation  

The proposal meets the intention of the Façade Grant Program to encourage maintenance and upkeep 
of buildings in Downtown Matthews. The Funderburk-Plaxco home is one of Matthews’ oldest 
structures. Planning Staff recommends approval of the Façade Grant as the request meets the intent of 














