
Environmental Advisory Committee 

Minutes February 4, 2014 

The Matthews Environmental Committee met in regular session on February 4, 2014 at the 
Public Works Facility. Members present were Chairman Gordon Miller, Bob Stratton, David 
Ross and Scott Baranowski. Also present was David Holt from Republic Services, along with 
Ralph Messera and Rosalind Wooten from Public Works. 
 
Mr. Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. The January minutes were reviewed and 
approved. 
 
Mr. Holt gave the Republic Services report stating that everything had been going well and that 
there were few problems in January. At the last meeting, it had been discussed that sometimes 
the Yard Waste trucks have a lot of rest time due to the seasonal nature of yard waste. It had 
been suggested if there was a possibility of cutting back the yard waste pick up to two trucks 
every other week instead of weekly during the slower months. Mr. Holt said he ran a route using 
just one truck instead of two just to see, and found that some days they just need two trucks 
because of the overwhelming amount of yard waste produced. 
 
Mr. Holt also mentioned that they had been having problems with trash carts being taken from a 
downtown business. 534 W. John Street, where Matthews Foot Care is located has been hit 
particularly hard. Mr. Messera reported that he had put a call in to Chief Rob Hunter about this 
problem to see what the Police Department can do to assist. 
 
Mr. Messera discussed the meeting that was held between the Public Works department and 
Republic Services, reviewing the changes to the Solid Waste ordinance. Mr. Holt then shared a 
story about a customer in Matthews who had thrown her pocket book in the trash by mistake. 
She was able to track down the truck and told the driver how upset she was. The Route 
Supervisor had the driver break off the route and go to the Landfill. They searched and were able 
to find the lost pocket book with $900 in it, and returned it to the customer. What a great job by 
Roger Buchannan the Republic Services driver. 
 
On Storm Water issues, Mr. Messera discussed that Public Works met with the County two 
weeks ago and reviewed new permitting. Street sweeping is now required, and every street in the 
Town must be swept twice a year. A new street sweeper is needed and Mr. Messera stated that it 
has already been included in the budget. 
. 
Regarding Air Quality, Mr. Ross stated that no Matthews’s facilities have been inspected since 
last year. He reported that all permit holders seem to be in compliance. It was discussed that the 



Quick Trip modeling reports failed to include some of the modeling that was asked for. The 
reports are now before the Board for approval. 
 
Regarding Physical Agents, it was mentioned that there was a lot of noise caused by Waste 
Management at 6:15am at Christ Covenant church behind Johns Street. The Noise ordinance is 
still waiting to be put back on the Board agenda for further clarification. 
 
On other business, the Matthews website was discussed. A page needs to be added and linked to, 
for the Environmental Committee. The Communication Director, Annette Privette Keller will 
have to do the actual addition of the page. Ms. Wooten has typed up some ideas of what could be 
on the page and given it to Ms. Keller. The Committee will be able to update the page once it is 
added. This will be ongoing for the next few months. 
 
Mr. Miller also mentioned that there have been some problems with wildlife in the Matthews 
area. He has typed up a Management of Wildlife policy for review. It will allow the Town to 
contact various agencies, such as Wildlife Commission, Department of Health etc. in the event of 
wildlife problems. 
 
Being that there was no other business, a motion was then made to adjourn the meeting, which 
was seconded, and passed at 7:50pm. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday March 4th, 2014. 
 
Rosalind Wooten 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


