
Environmental Advisory Committee 

Minutes June 3, 2014 

The Matthews Environmental Committee met in regular session on June 3, 2014 at the Public 
Works Facility. Members present were Chairman Gordon Miller, Ollie Frazier, David Ross and 
Bob Stratton.  Also present was David Holt from Republic Services, along with Rosalind 
Cumming and Ralph Messera from Public Works. 
 
Mr. Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. The May minutes were reviewed and 
approved. 
 
Mr. Holt gave the Republic Services report. He stated that it had been a rough start to the week 
with yard waste because of truck problems and the storm from last Thursday taking its toll. They 
were running behind on yard waste but put extra trucks out today and have now caught up with 
Monday & Tuesday’s routes. Mr. Holt mentioned the possibility of putting out extra yard waste 
trucks again this Friday due to the amount of damage and extra yard waste already sitting at the 
curb.  
 
On Storm Water issues, Mr. Messera mentioned that there had been a lot of sink hole issues 
because of all the rain water from the recent storms. He also discussed that Mecklenburg County 
is requiring enforcement action in the Alexander Ridge neighborhood. That neighborhood was 
built with a 15 foot buffer on lots near the creek area. One of the residents cut down all trees and 
shrubs located in the 15 foot buffer area and is therefore in violation. The committee discussed 
how there needs to be better education concerning clean water buffer areas. A lot of home buyers 
are not aware what the buffer area entails. 
 
 A resolution was made, seconded and passed to provide public education concerning this issue, 
to be coordinated by Public Works and their Storm water division and Mecklenburg County. The 
resolution consisted of the following: 
 

A. Create a public education article explaining clean water buffers and the homeowner’s 
responsibilities, to be printed in local newspapers. 

B. Add this article to the Town of Matthews website linking from the Planning & Zoning 
Department and also from the Public Works Department. 

C. Send an email to all homeowners associations reminding them that residents are in 
violation if they clear the buffer area of trees etc. and to make their homeowners aware of 
this. 

 
Regarding Air Quality, Mr. Ross reported that all permit holders in Matthews are in compliance. 
He also discussed that Coveris levels are higher than what OSHA allows and they will need to 



add some ventilation. It was also mentioned that the ozone sign at Carmel Baptist Church has no 
panels and so will not be able to be changed.  Following the meeting, Mr. Ross learned that the 
County does have an application for the name change of Coveris and that the facility is in 
compliance with their formaldehyde limit based on monthly monitoring. 
 
As a matter of interest, there was some discussion of Ozone levels heading downwards soon. The 
level is currently 75 parts per billion but is planning to be changed to 65 – 70 parts per billion. It 
was discussed that if changed to 65, most of NC counties will be out of compliance. 
 
Regarding Physical Agents, the noise ordinance was deleted off the 5/27 agenda due to other 
pressing issues. It will be added back to the Board agenda for a future meeting. 
 
Being that there was no other business, a motion was then made to adjourn the meeting, which 
was seconded, and passed at 7:40 pm. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday July 1st, 2014. 
 
Rosalind Cumming 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


