
Environmental Advisory Committee 

Minutes November 4, 2014 

The Matthews Environmental Committee met in regular session on November 4, 2014 at the 
Public Works Facility. Members present were Chairman Gordon Miller, Ollie Frazier, David 
Ross, John Lynch, Bob Stratton and Scott Baranowski. Also present were Jack Killiebrew from 
Republic Services, along with Rosalind Cumming and Ralph Messera from Public Works. 
 
Mr. Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.The September minutes were reviewed and 
approved. 
 
Mr. Killiebrew gave the Republic Services report stating that all was going well. A memo was 
discussed that highlighted a problem with people putting used needles in plastic bottles and then 
putting them in the recycling container. Needles should never be put in the recycling container, 
but should be disposed of according to medical waste rules. Apparently some people have been 
putting their needles in plastic bottles and then recycling them, and this has caused employees at 
the recycling sites to get injured. The memo will be posted in all medical facilities in Matthews. 
 
Mr. Messera also mentioned that the Republic Services contract will renew in June of 2016, and 
for the Committee to start thinking of any options that might be needed in the new contract, for 
example a yard waste container. 
 
It was noted that Mr. Frazier’s term on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee has expired. The 
Environmental Committee has until January to appoint someone or the county commission will 
appoint someone for us. It was suggested that Mr. Frazier continue on this committee, if the rules 
allow it. Mr. Messera planned to add this to the next Board Meeting agenda. 
 
On Storm Water issues, Mr. Messera discussed that CMUD changed their billing cycles last 
spring causing Matthews to end up with a shortfall of about $30,000 in our Storm water budget. 
Last year, the storm water expenses did equal approximately the budget. Therefore, next year we 
may need to raise the Storm water rates. We will also be financing the new Street Sweeper 
vehicle that is currently being purchased, about $50,000 a year for the next several years. 
 
Regarding Air Quality, Mr. Ross reported that all permit holders in Matthews are in compliance. 
In the last month only two of our facilities had been inspected and both were gas stations. 
 
Mr. Miller mentioned that we have been in compliance with the ozone ruling. However going 
forward there will be a change in the standards from the current .075 parts per million to either 
.070 or .065 which means more places will fall out of compliance. 
 



 
Regarding Physical Agents, it was discussed that the new noise ordinance is in place and all is 
going well. There was no other new business. 
 
Being that there was no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting, which was 
seconded, and passed at 7:50 pm. The next meeting will be held the first Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, Tuesday December 2, 2014. 
 
Rosalind Cumming 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


