
 

 

 
Matthews Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources 

Advisory Committee 
October 19, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

 
Committee Members Present: Howie Labiner, Gretchen Reid, Sandi Lee, John Estes 
Committee Members Absent:      Matt Jones, Harvey Boyd, Bod Evans, Mary Ciminelli 
Staff Members Present: Corey King, Colten Marble 
Staff Members Absent: Scott Rawls, Michelle Savago, Lee Anne Moore, Ashley Warwick 
 
Chairman Howie Labiner called the meeting to order at 6:40pm.   
September minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Cultural Report- Colten Marble 

• Programs/Activities 
o  New gallery display: Piedmont Pastel Society: Annual Calendar Show.  The PPS puts out a calendar 

every year and this show determines the pictures chosen for that calendar. 
 Next show: Matthews Artists Guild  

o Matthews Playhouse: Next production is Charlotte’s Web (October 14 - 23) followed by The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever (December 2 – 18)  

o Matthews Ballet & Dance is gearing up for the 20th Year of producing The Nutcracker (November 26 
– December 4)  

o Tickets for all of our Holiday Events (Nutcracker, Sugar Plum Parties, Breakfast with Santa) become 
available Saturday, November 5th at the Matthews Community Center at 9am.  Tickets are sold in 
person only, not online, and are available via cash, check, or credit card.  

• Public Art  
o Recent vandalism/tagging of a greenway sewer pipe.  Artist is going to repaint the “updated” 

section.  This has happened to 2-3 pipes so far.  
• Theater Upgrades  

o LED lighting upgrades will continue in Fullwood Theater, also updating the Wireless Mic system  
o New removable seats have been ordered to fill spaces that are currently filled by old Community 

Room chairs to provide additional seating: 
 If wheelchair spaces are not used; if the empty back row is not being used; etc. 

 
 
 



 

 

Athletics Report 
• Programs/Activities 

o First Friday Event 
 The First Friday Movie Series has been re-branded.  The event is now the Crews Family Fun 

Night.  There is an increased focus on recreation and living a healthy lifestyle in addition to 
the movie portion.  The first event is scheduled to take place on Friday, November 4th (6-
10pm)  

o Date Night Drop-Off 
 11 youth participated in the event on Friday, September 9th.  
 The next Date Night Drop-Off is scheduled for Friday, October 15th.  

o Rocky Night Horror Picture Show 
 Scheduled to take place on Saturday, October 15th 6-9pm  

o Senior Women’s League Basketball  
 Scheduled to begin on Wednesday, November 2nd (6-8pm)  

o Wrestling Event  
 Crews Recreation Center will be hosting a CWF Mid Atlantic wrestling family friendly event 

on Saturday, December 17th.  
 Promotional materials will be available soon.  

• Facility Maintenance 
o During the week of 9/26/2016 there were issues with the gym floor.  Specifically, it buckled/raised 

in two locations on two separate occasions.  “Sports Flooring” repaired the floor.  Royal Wood 
(Raleigh, NC) has been asked to examine the floor and find a long term solutions. 

o One half of the front of the building was pressured washed on 9/29/2016; there was an issue with 
the pressure washer.  The remaining portion will be completed within the next week.  

• Rentals 
o Crews Recreation Center is usually occupied most evenings and weekends.  Multiple schools will be 

using the gym for basketball games in the coming months.  
• Staffing 

o Two employees recently submitted their two-week notice.  3 candidates have been interviewed and 
we have decided to move forward with hiring two of the individuals.  Staffing will be a challenge 
until the two candidates are officially hire.  

• Marketing 
o Local businesses have been contacted and we have dropped of flyers to various businesses in town 

to help with notifying the community of the programs we offer.  

Parks Report- Scott Rawls 
• Phillips Road Community Garden – Only 5/40 plots remain. 

o Contact Scott Rawls about plot rentals – srawls@matthewsnc.gov – 704-708-1288  
• Kids In Nature Day – October 1, 10am-2pm 

o Over 600 people in attendance  
• Tentative date for next Kids In Nature Day event is April 22, 2017.  



 

 

o For more information, visit HAWKNCWF.org, or email: hawkncwf@gmail.com  
• Matthews Haunted Trail – October 27, 28, 29, 30 

o Located on the Greenway Connector Trail behind the Matthews Community Center  
o 6pm-10pm each night  
o $3/person  
o Ages 10+ recommended  
o Contact Scott Rawls for more information – srawls@matthewsnc.gov – 704-708-1288  

 
Special Event Report- Lee Anne Moore 

• Summer Concert/Movie Series and FTF Combo Fact-Finding  
o Thoughts are to host FTF on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month, March through September.  See 

basic idea below—feedback welcome. 
 Redesign Summer Concert & Movie Series 

• Start time is late at night for many small children. 
• High temperatures make many evenings uncomfortable for many to watch comfortably. 
• The trend seems to have fallen out of favor in Matthews.  Low attendance. 

 Combine SCMS and Food Truck Friday budgets 
• Keep Symphony night in June and SCMS budget. 
• Keep July 4th in July in SCMS budget. 

o General concept with changes: 
 March through September 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month.  Total of 14 weeks. 
 Two rented bounce houses/obstacle/inflatable interactives in volleyball area of lawn. 
 Hula hoops and balls in that area for kids’ free play. 
 Two adult Jenga games in upper park area.  One-time department purchase. 
 Two adult corn hole games in upper park area. 
 Parks and Recreation tent. 
 Beer tent and roped-off alcohol area in upper park area. 
 Band on stage. 

• Work is underway for 3rd annual Pawsitively Matthews 
o November 12th 
o 42 vendors already confirmed, interactive Hamster Races coming back, rescues enrolled, sponsors 

secured, beer/wine ordered for Pawvilion.  
o Anna Neubert (permanent Part Time employee in Special Events) and Barbara Davis (Special Event 

Team Leader) have been managing the event while Lee Anne prepared for Matthews Alive— many 
thanks to them. 
 
 
 

Director’s Report- Corey King  



 

 

• Sportsplex 
o The Sportsplex has received and additional $1,000,000.00 in funding from the State of North Carolina. 

 Funds will be used to add seating to the championship field (stadium) from 2,700 to 4,000 
o The addition of more seats will require more restrooms. 

• Rice Road Park 
o RFP has been prepared and should be released on Friday to select someone who will prepare the 

construction documents.  The group that is selected will also be taking the lead on selecting the 
contractor. 

o The project construction will begin by December 2017. 
• Purser-Hulsey Park 

o A complete master plan for the park has yet to be adopted. 
o Phase 1 of trails (2 mi.) should be completed by the end of 2016 
o The P&R Advisory committee will be asked to revisit the plan and re-energize the effort to adopt a 

master plan for the site.  
 
 

2016-2017 Tourism Grant Discussion 
o Tourism Grant applicant interviews were held on October 16. 
o After discussing, the committee recommended the following award amounts to applicants: 

APPLICANT AMOUNT REQUESTED AMOUNT RECOMMENDED 
Matthews Historical 

Association/Heritage Museum $1,050.00 $500.00 

Matthews Women’s Club Service 
League $4,000.00 $1,000.00 

Charlotte City Ballet $2,000.00 $500.00 
Matthews Chamber of Commerce $14,000.00 $10,500.00 

Charlotte United Futbol Club $10,000.00 $2,000.00 
Matthews Athletic & Recreation 

Association $65,000.00 $10,000.00 

NC Youth Rugby Union $20,000.00 $7,500.00 
Matthews Playhouse $40,000.00 $31,000.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
If additional funds are available, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee would recommend additional grant 
award funding to the following applicants: 

APPLICANT ADDITIONAL FUNDS (If Applicable) 
Matthews Chamber of Commerce $1,000.00 

Matthews Athletic & Recreation Association $1,000.00 
Youth Rugby Union $1,000.00 

Matthews Playhouse $2,000.00 
 
o Award amounts were determined by direct impact to the Matthews area through overnight stays, restaurant & retail 

patronage. 
o The recommended award amounts will be presented to Matthews Town Board on Monday 10/24, where the 

Matthews Town Board will approve a final award amount for each applicant. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM 


