
Silver Line Southeast Corridor  

•	Light	rail	would	operate	in	an	exclusive	guideway	with	adjacent	multi-use	
path	along	the	side	of	Independence	Boulevard	between	Charlottetowne	
Avenue	and	Briar	Creek	Road.

•	East	of	Briar	Creek	Road,	the	route	would	operate	in	its	own	lanes	in	the	
middle	of	a	widened	Monroe	Road.

•	East	of	Conference	Drive,	the	route	would	operate	in	an	exclusive	guideway	
with	adjacent	multi-use	path	along	the	side	of	Independence	Boulevard.

•	East	 of	 Sharon	 Forest	 Drive,	 the	 route	 would	 follow	 a	 new	 alignment	
through	undeveloped	property	to	Village	Lake	Drive.

•	East	of	Village	Lake	Drive,	the	route	would	operate	in	its	own	lanes	in	the	
middle	of	a	widened	Monroe	Road.

•	The	route	includes	a	short	section	through	Downtown	Matthews	where	
rail	vehicles	would	share	a	lane	with	cars;	the	route	then	runs	along	the	
side	of	Matthews-Mint	Hill	Road	in	its	own	guideway.

Option D - Widened Monroe Road
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Travel Time
along Corridor

32-36
29-33

31-35
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Impacted*

127 
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45
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Parcels 
Impacted*

207
282	

374
 parcels

Population 
within 1/2 mile*

38,205 
 people

37,424
36,854

37,635

Jobs within 
1/2 mile*

55,445 
 jobs

54,564
52,149

53,030

Could	be	integrated	with	
future	development	plans	
at	major	activity	centers	like	
Bojangles	Coliseum,	Idlewild	
Rd.,	and	the	Matthews	Family	
Entertainment	District.

 

Sharon	Memorial	Cemetery	limits	
development	potential	and	
requires	additional	widening	on	
north	side	of	road.

 

Provides	opportunity	to	integrate	light	
rail	into	Downtown	Matthews.

 

OpportunityConstraint

34-38
minutes

The	limited	length	of	the	
Hawthorne	Lane	bridge	over	
US-74	and	proximity	of	adjacent	
development	is	a	construction	
challenge.

 

Results	in	a	significant	change	
to	the	character	of	Monroe	
Road	between	Briar	Creek	and	
Idlewild;	would	encourage	
higher-density	development

 

Transit	guideway	in	the	middle	
of	a	widened	Monroe	Rd.	will	
require	property	acquisition;	most	
existing	structures	are	close	to		the	
road	in	this	area.

 

Summary

 

Transit	guideway	in	Monroe	Rd.	
will	limit	left-turning	opportunities	
for	cars	and	opportunities	for	
pedestrians	to	cross	the	street.

 

See	“Uptown	Alignment	
Options”	board

 


