
 
Minutes 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
JORDAN ROOM, MATTHEWS TOWN HALL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017 – 7:00 PM 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Matthew French.  CDC members in attendance were: 
Angela Lee, Matthew French, Becky Thompson, Jermaine Milledge, Sarah Milledge, Bob Hughes, Chuck 
Wilson and Nikki Keith.  Town Manager Hazen Blodgett was present as well as several guest from the 
Boy Scout Troop from the Matthews Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.   

New Member Chuck Wilson introduced himself.  He is the pastor of Matthews United Methodist Church.  
He says that they strive to not only be in the community but for the community.  He is interested in 
issues around racial justice and diversity. 

The minutes from the August and September meetings were approved.  The motion was made by Angela 
Lee and seconded by Becky Thompson.   
 

Matthew deferred to Angela to lead a discussion to review the goals and objectives of the CDC (refer to 
adopted goals and objectives document).   

Matthew spoke with diversity department at UNCC for advice.  He recommended that if businesses 
adhere to recommended practices that we provide them with a placard to display in their businesses.  

Becky recommended that we consider offering different levels of engagement to avoid providing a long 
list of criterial.  It may become difficult for a business to adhere to a long list.  Angela stated that we 
need to set target date, and then develop or flesh out the issue for each objective.  Becky stated that we 
should learn from the survey before creating criteria.  She also recommended that we pitch our ideas to 
businesses to get feedback.   

Sarah recommended that we look at training materials as a committee so that we can say that we are 
trained before asking community to do so.  Becky recommended Jennifer Davis.  Sarah said we can 
check ourselves first.   

Matthew recommended that we host discussions with businesses.  Angela recommended Nov. 1, 2018 
target date.  Becky will take the lead.   

Several mentioned that Jennifer Davis would be a great resource for diversity training.  

Jermaine recommended that we should be intentional about inviting diverse groups about various 
cultures into CDC meetings to learn what it feels like to be a minority in Matthews.  The target date is on 
going and the contact is Hazen.  We will prepare the guests with two questions:   

1) What is it that people misunderstand or 2) What would you like people to know.   

Hazen shared that we may not fit in normal meeting space and that he would investigate other options.  



 
Guest— Jason Michelle, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, recommended that we ask Christians 
to share diverse perspectives as there are many churches in Matthews and there are 500 Mormons in 
Matthews.  There are missionaries throughout the world and in Matthews.  Many are from Sierra Leone.     

Hazen recommends that we will make the decisions as group decisions and the conversation will 
continue at subsequent meetings. 

Matthew led the conversation about On the Table CLT.  Matthew will hold one at his apartment complex 
and Angela and Hazen will hold one at Town Hall the following day.  Anyone and all ages are welcome.   

Hazen provided an overview about On the Table Clt.  Everyone who signs up will have an email address.  
They will solicit comments. Becky pointed to dos and don’ts.  Hazen shared this is a super trial run and 
we will learn how to be more effective for next year.  

Angela nominated Becky to serve as vice chair.  Sarah seconded.  

Bob will join Matthews Human Service Council.   

The meeting was adjourned. 
 
The next meeting is November 28, 2017 at 7:00pm 


