
 

 

  
 

Agenda Item:  Master Sign Plan Amendment – Matthews Corners 
 
DATE: March 7, 2018 
FROM: Mary Jo Gollnitz 
 
Background/Issue: 
 
The Matthews Corners at Matthews Township and Northeast Parkways (where Hobby Lobby and Ollie’s 
are located) is requesting a change to their Master Sign Plan.  
 
• Master Sign Plan was originally approved on April 8, 1996. 
• In 1997 the Master Sign Plan was revised to allow for 1 additional sign for one of the major tenants. 

No updates have been requested since that time. 
• Shopping center totals approximately 22 acres (including out parcels). 
• Section 155.608.16.B.7 Special Regulations for the US74/Independence Blvd Sign Corridor Table 3, 

allows for 3 attached signs per establishment totaling 150 sq ft. 
• The applicant is requesting additional 15% bonus sign area for the shopping center. 
• Bonus signage is being requested for the monuments as well as attached wall signage. 
• Revised Master Sign Plan allows for 1 sign up to 40 sq ft per tenant for the future building approved in 

rezoning 2017-659 on April 11, 2017. The building is proposed to be a 10,000 sq ft building with 4 
tenants. The back of the future building will be visible from NC51, making it likely that the tenants will 
want signage on more than one wall of the building. Additionally, the endcaps of this building are not 
allotted the side wall signage as other endcap businesses in the shopping center. 

• Academy Sports is requesting 2 attached signs totaling 632 sq ft. The sign facing the interior parking is 
proposed to be over 418 sq ft and facing Northeast Pkwy over 214 sq ft.  

• Existing freestanding sign at main entrance (Matthews Township Pkwy) is currently over the allowable 
20’ in height and will be brought into compliance as part of the requirements for a Master Sign Plan. 

• Tenants will submit sign applications for all signage. Signage must meet the Master Sign Plan as well 
as Matthews UDO sign regulations. 

 
Staff comments/concerns: 
• Majority of the currently approved Master Sign Plans for shopping centers in Matthews limit one (1) 

wall sign to a maximum of 250 sq ft. 
• Without a Master Sign Plan, each tenant would be allowed 3 wall signs up to 150 sq ft total. 
• Proposed plan is not realistic about future new uses being guaranteed adequate sign area. 
• Majority of the bonus sign area is going to Academy Sports to allow overall sign area of both front and 

side walls inconsistent with what has been allowed throughout Matthews for retail uses. 
• The proposed wall signage for Academy Sports facing Northeast Pkwy will be lit channel letters along 

a 70’ right-of-way. Concern of a large lit signage across from residences should be addressed. 
• While we have received written sign-off from property owners/managers, this proposal has been 

developed by and for Academy Sports and all communications about this proposal has been with them 
or their sign company. 

• Attached is a list of other wall signage in Matthews for the Board’s reference. 
 

 



 
Proposal/Solution: 
 
The proposed Master Sign Plan amendment does not allow for any sectioning out the existing tenant 
suites or out parcels, attached signage on the back of the future building (facing Matthews Township 
Pkwy), nor retailers changing logos/branding that require additional sign area. 

 
Possible alternatives should be discussed.  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
None. 

 
 
Related Town Goal(s) and/or Strategies: 
 
Quality of Life:  #1 To implement plans, updating each as appropriate, and ensure they coordinate with 
and fulfill the goals of each other. 
 
 
Recommended Motion/Action: 
 
Review the Master Sign Plan amendment for Matthews Corners, discuss possible alternative maximums 
with applicants and verify owners understand this may negatively impact existing and future tenants if 
they give away a majority of the bonus signage to one tenant. Future requests for increased wall signage 
or allotted number of signs per tenant should be discussed. Approve Master Sign Plan with negotiated 
changes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



EXAMPLES OF EXISTING WALL SIGNAGE IN MATTHEWS 
AS OF FEBRUARY 2018

Business Location Sign Hight Sign Width Sign Area
Academy Sports--REQUESTING 2332 Matthews Township Pkwy 7ft 2 13/16 in 29 ft 8 7/16 in 214 sq ft Facing Notheast Pky

10 ft 11/16 in 41 ft 7 in 419 sq ft Facing interior parking

Bed Bath & Beyond 2325 Matthews Township Pkwy 250 sq ft Facing interior parking
1 sign max of 250 sq ft per MSP

Elevation Church 11416 E Independence Bv 6 ft 24 ft 144 sq ft

Harris Teeter 1811 Matthews Township Pkwy 1 ft. 6 in 10 ft 10 sq ft
max 3 signs totalling 450 sq ft per MSP 1 ft. 6 in 10 ft 10 sq ft

6 ft. 10 in 28 ft 192 sq ft Facing interior parking

HH Gregg 9903 E Independence Bv 7 ft 5 in 29 ft 8 in 221 sq ft
1 sign max of 300 sq ft per MSP 

Hobby Lobby 2310 Matthews Township Pkwy 6 ft 11.5 in 41 ft 286 sq ft Facing interior parking

JC Penney 10101 E Independence Bv 110 sq ft Facing Hwy 74
138 sq ft Facing interior parking

PetSmart 9905 E Independence Bv 6 ft 5 in 25 ft 9 in 166 sq ft
1 ft. 3 in 9 ft 11 in 13 sq ft
2 ft 5 in 8 ft 5 in 21 sq ft

Target 1900 Matthews Township Pkwy 1 ft. 6 in 14 ft 21 sq ft
6 ft. 10 in 34 ft 204 sq ft

Tile Shop 9920 Matthews Park Dr 4 ft 10 in 46 ft 6 in 225 sq ft
1 sign max of 225 sq ft per MSP

Location on Bldg

Facing interior parking 
& Hwy 74

Facing interior parking 
& NC 51

Facing interior parking 
& Hwy 74

Facing interior parking 
& Hwy 74

Facing interior parking 
& Hwy 74
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