
 

 

 

Matthews Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource 
Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 

February 12, 2020 
6:30PM 

Advisory Committee members:    Howie Labiner – Chair      VACANT - Vice Chair  Harvey Boyd  
Ryan Maclatchie        Sandi Lee  John Gatlin 
Debbie Chopas         Susan Chambers  Scott Rossmeisl 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Public Comment 

IV. Division Reports:   
a) Special Events  
b) Athletics 
c) Parks/Outdoor Recreation 

1. Select sewer pipe art 
d) Cultural Resources  

1. Select artist for raised crosswalk art 

V. Director’s Re port 
a) Project Updates 

VI. Old Business 
a) Stevens Creek Nature Preserve Small Area Study  

VII. New Business 

VIII. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource Advisory Committee 
 

Department Updates: February 2020 
 

CULTURAL RECREATION UPDATE 
Programs/Activities 

• February Gallery Display: Instructor Cynthia Howard’s Students Artist Show.  This will be on display 
through February 28, 2020.   

• Art display at Town Hall; these installments will rotate every 60-90 days. 
o Current show: Artist Emerson Perez will display his charcoal drawings for January & February 

2020.  His focus is on nature and wildlife; this is a truly impressive display! 
o Upcoming show: Artist Lela Kometiani’s Memory Care students will display their art work.  This 

is a group of seniors from the Ivey Memory Care Center in Charlotte. 
• Public art update: 

o In talks with Martha Krauss and Gretchen Reid with Bee City to bring artist Matthew Willey to 
Matthews to paint a bee-themed mural in downtown Matthews.    

o Call to Artists for the road hump on McDowell has been answered by different artists.  Staff has 
voted on their top choices (see top 3 artist options at the bottom).  Artist selection will take place 
at the February Advisory Committee meeting. 

o In discussion of adding a mural featuring historic photographs of Matthews – currently working 
on a concept, then will seek out an artist for the project. 

• The first ever Cool Vibes Concert Series kicked off in January.  The event was a big success and 
everyone gave positive feedback.  Tickets for the next concert on March 13 with the Blues Beatles are 
selling quickly.  These concerts feature an upscale vibe, with heavy hors d’houvres, beer and wine 
sales, and a social hour before the concert begins.  Continuing to market these concerts with print, 
social media and radio advertising.  

• Summer camp registration opens on February 1st.  No new camps were added this year, but all 
returning camps have new themes and additions. 

• Currently scheduling Fall 2020 programming and looking to add new classes and programs. 
• New Community Room flooring has received rave reviews and has increased rental requests for our 

facility. 
• A new Homeschool co-op group will begin regular rentals in the Fall; this is in addition to a large Co-Op 

group that is currently renting space here twice a month. 
• Matthews Playhouse upcoming mainstage production: Mamma Mia. 

o Next production: Pinocchio (February 21-March 1) 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
PARKS/OUTDOOR RECREATION 

• Stumptown Park 
o The stage floor, railings, and beams were all repainted to match the existing colors.  The paint 

gets worn down over the years with all the events hosted at the park.  The bathroom doors were 
also repainted.  The work is completed. 

• Purser-Hulsey Park 
o The project is underway to expand the community garden.  The new area will be approximately 

60ft x 250ft. 
• Squirrel Lake Park 

o Pond tested positive for Blue-Green Algae in 2019.  Mecklenburg County and a pond 
maintenance company were consulted, and the best solution is to educate the public that it is 
unsafe for people and animals to swim/play in the water.  Signs have been posted.  The algae 
should die when cold weather arrives.   
 At this time, the water has not been retested. 

  

CREWS RECREATION CENTER 
• Programs/Activities 

o Program Recap 
 Date Night Drop-Off: The January 10th Date Night Drop-Off once again reached full 

capacity. Currently, 5 youth have registered for the next program scheduled to take 
place on February 14th. 

 Crews Family Fun Night: The fourth Family Fun Night (mini golf) was a tremendous 
success. Over 150 people (approximately 25 families) attended on Friday, January 3, 
2020.  

 Valentines Dance: 240 participants attended the 2020 Valentines Dance on Saturday, 
February 8th (4-7pm). The event consisted of music, dancing, snacks, dinner, desserts, 
crafts and photography. 

o Upcoming/New Programs 
 Summer Camp Programs: Summer camp registration began on February 1st. 
 Crews Family Fun Night 

March 6, 2020 - Professional Wrestling Night 
Pro Wrestling International (PWI) will be returning to Crews to host a family friendly 
professional wrestling event. The event will include 6 matches and live entertainment. To 
purchase tickets please visit www.matthewsfun.com.  
Cost: Adults: $5 and Children: $2 
 

 

http://www.matthewsfun.com/


 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
•  Staff is re-signing sponsors and commercial exhibitors for holiday/fam events, BeachFest and Matthews 

Alive in February.  
• Valentine Dance was another success on Feb 8th. Kids.  Parents had great fun dancing to a new DJ, eating 

food from a new caterer, and—they had a lot of candy 
• Food Truck Fridays – trucks have been assigned (and re-assigned already). Bands are booked (one to 

fill)—lineup below 
• BeachFest –staff is re-signing sponsors and exhibitors, and is reserving inflatables. We will also work with 

our carnival provider to upgrade the rides where possible. Craft applications coming in—many spaces filled 
already. 

• Matthews Alive –new Arts & Crafts Directors were put in place in January. Julie and Stuart Moffat will work 
in tandem in that area (with Julie being the actual Board Director). MA is excited to have them on the team. 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Sewer Pipe Art 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Artist Submissions for the Road Hump on McDowell 
1. Maria Tavares 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
2. Muriel Epling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
3. Ryan Cheuvront 

 
 
 
 


