
 

 

 
Matthews Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource 

Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, August 9, 2017 

6:30PM 
Advisory Committee members:    Howie Labiner - Chair  Gretchen Reid - Vice Chair  Matthew Loof  

Mary Ciminelli   Bob Evans    Sandi Lee 
Harvey Boyd   John Estes   Dawn Reid 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Public Comment 

IV. Division Reports:   
a) Special Events  
b) Athletics 
c) Parks/Outdoor Recreation 
d) Cultural Resources  

V. Director’s Report 

VI. Old Business 

VII. New Business 
a) Tourism Grant subcommittee selection 

VIII. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource Advisory Committee 
 

Department Division Updates: AUGUST 2017 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
• Food Truck Friday is in the midst of hotter months for the summer series; afternoon storms have affected 

attendance to some degree, crowds remain enthusiastic, although smaller in number 
 

• Matthews Alive has over $160,000 in committed sponsorship revenue; moving into “logistics” mode for the 
next 4 weeks 

Special additions for the 25th anniversary 
o Fireworks on Saturday night, launched from the MARA ballfields at 10pm 
o Silent Disco for Kids & Teens near the fire station 
o Gaming Trailer 
o Double flyover at parade 
o Additional headliner Saturday night on main stage 
o 3 social media contests for 25 VIP prizes 
o Glow sticks given out Saturday night at main stage 
o 25th anniversary balloons given out all weekend 
o Branded gifts given to those that take a Matthews Alive survey all weekend 
o T-shirts, posters, and gifts available for purchase online 

 

• Planning has begun for Pawsitively Matthews; vendors are being solicited, elements put in place; 
surrounding towns are adding pet events; staff plans to attend these events, solicit vendors, and compare 
activities. 

• Basic planning has also begun for Halloween event and Tree Lighting 
 

CREWS RECREATION CENTER 
• Programs/Activities 

o New Program 
 Beginning September 20th Crews will be offering two new Yoga programs (Wednesday, 

Meditation Yoga and Saturday, Power Yoga). Please spread the word to friends and family. 
To register please visit www.matthewsfun.com.  

o Crews Summer Camps 
 Summer camps will end on 8/11/17 (Muggsy Bogues Back to School Basketball Camp).  

o Date Night Drop-Off 
 Only 10 youth attended the July 14th Date Night Drop Off. Currently, 2 youth are registered 

for the August 11th Date Night Drop Off. A flyer has been added to the FrontFace slideshow 
at the Matthews Community Center with the goal in mind to attract more participants. Low 
numbers may be attributed to the fact that school is out.  



 

 

o Adult Basketball League 
 The Adult Basketball Summer League ended on August 2nd. A fall League will begin on 

August 23rd. The league will consist of 4-teams. Games are played on Wednesday evenings 
beginning at 7:30pm. 

• Facility Rentals 
o After a slow July 2017, facility rentals on the weekends are picking back up. Weekend dates are 

booked through early September.  
• Facility Maintenance 

o End of Summer Cleaning 
 After a BUSY summer Crews staff will participate in a cleaning day on Monday, August 14th 

(11am-5pm). Open gym will not be offered. The goal is complete all tasks on Monday. If 
some tasks are not completed then staff will plan to finish on Tuesday, August 15th. 

o Gym Floor  
 Staff has unsuccessfully attempted to contact the regional manager for Connor Flooring to 

inquire whether or not this has been an issue within other recreation centers/facilities. The 
next step is to contact the corporate office. 
 

PARKS/OUTDOOR RECREATION 
• Community Gardens – Phillips Road and Covenant Church Lane 

o All plots are full in both garden locations. 
o Contact Scott Rawls to join wait list – srawls@matthewsnc.gov – 704-708-1288 

• Storytime In The Park 
o Free program offered in partnership with the Matthews Branch Library.  Geared towards ages 5+ 
o Due to the success of the first programs in May, programs added in September in addition to 

originally scheduled programs in October. 
o Every Thursday in September & October at Squirrel Lake Park.  11:00am – 11:30am. 

• Solar Eclipse Viewing Program – Monday, August 21, 1:00pm – 2:30pm 
o Offered in partnership with the Matthews Branch Library. 
o Event will take place on the Town Green, outside of Town Hall and the Library. 
o Registration strongly encouraged: online at CMLibrary.org or call 704-416-5000 

 Registered participants receive a pair of eclipse viewing glasses 
• Parks/Outdoor Recreation Summer Camps – Squirrel Lake Park 

o Great Outdoors University: Final Week (August 14-18) – Roster is FULL 
• Eagle Scout Projects 

o Matthews-Sardis Park: Putting green is nearing completion. 



 

 

 
o Purser-Hulsey Park: Installation of trail benches and map kiosk will begin this month. 
o Phillips Road Community Garden: Proposed project for benches, display kiosk, and storage bin. 

• New drinking fountain installed at Fountain Rock Park. 
 


