
 

 

 
 

Matthews Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resource 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2019   6:30 PM 
 

Advisory Committee members: Howie Labiner – Chair Dawn Reid - Vice Chair Harvey Boyd 
 Ryan Maclatchie Sandi Lee John Gatlin 
 VACANT VACANT VACANT 

 

I. Call to Order 6:30pm 

II. Roll Call: All advisory committee members in attendance; Howie L., Dawn R., Harvey B., John G., Sandi 
L., and Ryan L.   Staff attending are Corey K. and Lee Anne M.  Debra Chopas and Mark Tofano also in 
attendance as a members of the public. 
Howie had two prospective members introduce themselves, Sara Gingrich and Scott Rossmeil. 
Howie informed the two prospective members about what this board does in general, what projects are 
before them, some larger quality of life issues and planning that this group has a role in.  The potential 
committee members spoke about themselves, their passions, and areas of interest related to parks and 
recreation  

III. Public Comment--none 

IV. Division Reports: 
a) Special Events: Dawn commented positively on the Valentine Dance, and how she felt this board’s 

ideas were heard; an idea was implemented and it was successful. 
b) Athletics: brief discussion about gym floor repair/ re-striping and its progress.  
c) Parks/Outdoor Recreation--Corey solicited feedback on the two options for public art that will be put 

at the Rice Road park location. Dawn inquired about making sure there is a plate that would ID the 
sculpture as a donation that is not paid for by tax dollars. Consensus was in favor of the second 
design (the non-soccer ball) 

d) Cultural Resources— Howie asked about the wall mural update, and Corey answered that it is still 
being designed, and that Commissioner Dement will be sponsoring its cost. Dawn asked about 
progress of the wall poems on the Malone Building.  Corey reported that Mr. Malone is in favor of 
the ideas and wanted confirmation that the town would be responsible for the maintenance. There was 
some discussion as to how the poem will look on the wall, and if other elements will be included. 
Howie asked if anyone had made any progress finding the owner of the Zab’s building for another 
mural. Debra mentioned that she would ask the owners of Zab’s for the building owner’s name. 

V. Director’s Report 
a) Project  Updates 

Carolina Thread Trail—Corey reported that the Town has received a $50,000 grant to assist in 
building the portion of the Carolina Thread Trail within Novant Health’s property.  
Corey updated progress on Irvins Creek Greenway; the Town has committed $500,000 to the 1.5  



 

 

 
mile portion within the town limits of Matthews. Corey showed the planned bike-ped routes in 
Matthews. 
Dawn asked about the budget shortfall/cuts in trails in general, and Corey assured the board that 
these cuts did not affect the Matthews segments.  
John inquired if HUD had found ‘missing’ paperwork for the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding that would have been used to develop the Heritage Trail.  Response was that a final 
determination has not been made. HUD is continuing to collect information to make a decision. 
Rice Road Park: Corey gave an update. Construction is done. Completion of remaining tasks should 
be done very soon. 
Howie asked about the Erickson property progress and if it had been turned over to the Town. Corey 
confirmed that transfer has taken place in a council meeting. Howie inquired about a park bond and 
its progress, Corey updated that potential for bond funding for projects could be discussed next week 
at the town council annual planning conference.  Discussion would include many upcoming projects. 
John inquired about how the Erickson $1 million will be spent, at what parks. Howie asked about the 
parks budget, if tourism funds could be set aside for parks, and if Council had put that in the 
forthcoming budget discussions.  

b) Role of Advisory Committee:  Corey discussed that the town council is encouraged by how involved 
this board is in projects. P&R advisory committee is encouraged to communicate with Town 
Council more often than once a year going forward.  The Committee has an opportunity to work 
closer with other committees and share thoughts on ideas that impact Parks and Recreation.  
Example - Transportation Committee and how their projects affect parks / greenways.  Dawn asked 
if the town council will be visiting this committee; Corey was unsure about frequency, but would 
follow up.  
Howie mentioned that the town vision plan is posted online. 

VI. Old Business 
a) Park Name: Rice Road park site. Corey asked if there were any other ideas for park names, along 

with “Rice Road Park”. Harvey asked about the history of Rice Road, and added that he favors 
naming things after people who have lived here, and after African American contributors to the area. 
Corey mentioned that he had gained information that the name of the road may have originally been 
spelled “Reiss”. John also liked the idea of using this opportunity to choose a name that is more 
special than using a street name, but instead after a historical or minority figure, not always a white 
Protestant male. Sandi Lee seconded that thought, but mentioned that public information would need 
to be added as explanation of the name and historical figure’s contribution. Mark Tofano suggested 
conferring with the historic committee to gain insight. Sandi Lee mentioned that using an African 
American historic figure for a name would be her preference. Harvey’s parents, Viola and Sam 
Boyd, or the Kirkpatricks were two names that were mentioned. Harvey suggested the board Google 
these names and gain background information, to continue to discuss at the next meeting. Corey 
confirmed consensus that this board needs more time to do research, and present suggestions for 
Town Board to consider as part of this park naming process; He would like to have three suggestions 
to take to the town council meeting in March. 



 

 

 

VII. New Business 
a) Review Advisory Committee applications/ Recommendations: There was discussion about the 

absence of Susan Chambers, and how to handle the voting at this time. The decision was made to 
have Susan come to the next meeting and meet everyone, then vote on all three candidates (for two 
open positions) after that.   

 

VIII. Adjournment  7:55pm


