Sam Newell Multi-Use Path Project EB-5783
Frequently Asked Questions/Comments

· Will the Sam Newell Multi-Use Path (MUP) connect to Independence?
The MUP will eventually connect to Independence.  The Town is building the section from Crown Point Elementary School to Williams Road.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation will build the section from south of Williams Road to Independence Blvd as a part of US 74 Managed Lanes Project, U-2509. (https://www.ncdot.gov/projects/us-74-express-lanes/Pages/default.aspx)

· Will the Sam Newell Multi-Use Path (MUP) connect to Margaret Wallace?
The Town would like to extend the MUP to Margaret Wallace, but at this time does not have funds or plans to extend the MUP.  

· Can the Town widen Sam Newell instead?  
The MUP is funded through the Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization.  The scope in which the funds received cannot be changed.   

· What is the Town doing to address traffic and safety at school first?  
Sam Newell Road is a North Carolina Department of Transportation owned road.  The Town has been in contact with NCDOT to enhance safety.  This project will provide the ability to walk safely along Sam Newell and it will connect to the Irvins Creek Greenway (currently being designed) allowing pedestrians to safely cross under Sam Newell Road.  This will be just south of the creek.  In addition, Town police officers often help direct traffic during morning and afternoon school dismissal.  

· This project will only help two communities; it should be built in a denser area.
The MUP is being placed on a street that is considered a major collector.  This MUP will ultimately connect a church, a school, residents, businesses, and a greenway.   

· Will the MUP bring crime to my house?
According to a recent study by Georgia Tech, "Crime decreases with sidewalks and bicycle trails because recreational traffic and greater access to areas by police make residences less vulnerable."

What does "recreational traffic" mean?  It's the neighbors and friends who walk in front of your home, visiting and strolling, and giving life to the streets.  Criminals avoid local foot traffic; they prefer to strike silent, isolated homes where they can hide. Sidewalks encourage people to look out for one another.

· Why not on the other side of the street? 
There are utility poles on the other side of the road, which would add significant costs to the project.  

· Will the project provide connection to Rice Park?
NCDOT Project U-2509 (Hwy 74 Managed Lane Project) will include pedestrian improvements on Sam Newell Road, From Hwy 74 to south of Williams Road.  This will connect the Sam Newell MUP to Rice Road.  Rice Road has a sidewalk that connects to Rice Park.  

· Will the project provide street trees/art/benches?
Those could be future improvements, but are not currently funded in the Sam Newell MUP project.

· Will there be a barrier between MUP and the road?
Yes, there will be an eight-foot planting strip for the length of the project.  

· Provide striping along path for bi-directional use
The proposed path is ten feet in width, which is typically too narrow to stripe a centerline. 

· Traffic light at Rice; Williams 
There is a current request in to the NCDOT to study if traffic signal warrants are met at Rice Rd. Staff will expand that request to include Williams Rd. Residents are welcome to reach out to NCDOT as well to request traffic control devices on NCDOT roadways. Call the NCDOT Division 10 office at 704-983-4400.

· Additional general information about multiuse paths, side paths, sidewalks (Source: https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/walkways_trifold/):
Sidewalks separated from the roadway are the preferred accommodation for pedestrians. Sidewalks provide many benefits including safety, mobility, and healthier communities.
In addition to reducing walking along roadway crashes, sidewalks reduce other pedestrian crashes. Roadways without sidewalks are more than twice as likely to have pedestrian crashes as sites with sidewalks on both sides of the street. 
Providing walkways for pedestrians dramatically increases how well pedestrians perceive their needs are being met along roadways. The wider the separation between the pedestrian and the roadway is, the more comfortable the pedestrian facility.
By providing facilities that are more comfortable, we can increase the number of trips made by walking, particularly in areas with mixed land uses. Providing sidewalks, widened paved shoulders, or stabilized shoulders—particularly when providing access to public transit—can increase the transportation options for individuals who may not be able to drive a car. Additionally, by moving pedestrians off the travel lanes, motorist operations are improved and capacity increased.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research indicates that people will walk for recreational purposes if a facility is provided. Recreational walking is one of the easiest ways for people to get the recommended allotment of physical exercise each day. Moderate exercise, such as walking, contributes to both physical and mental well being. 

