
 

 

 
APPLICATION FOR A ZONING VARIANCE 

 
 

Date Filed: ____________________________________  
 
Hearing Date: _________________________________          Hearing Time: ___________________________     
 
HEARING LOCATION: Hood Room, Matthews Town Hall, 232 Matthews Station Street, Matthews, NC 28105 

 
Property Owner Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subject Property Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subject Property Tax Parcel ID: ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Current Zoning District of Subject Property: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Subject Property is Concurrently Seeking a Change in Zoning Classification To: ______________________________ 
 
Property Owner is Applicant Appearing Before Board of Adjustment: _______________________________________ 
 
Applicant Appearing Before Board of Adjustment is Purchasor*/ Lessee*/Other* ______________________________ 

 
*Written explanation is required _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To the Town of Matthews Zoning Board of Adjustment: 
 
This Application for a Zoning Variance is being submitted because the property identified above cannot be used in the 

following manner: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Without relief from one or more specific provisions of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO). UDO section(s) which 

affect this ruling is/are: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FACTORS RELEVANT TO THE ISSUANCE OF A VARIANCE  

 
The Board of Adjustment does not have unlimited discretion in deciding whether to grant a variance. By law, the Board is 
required to reach four (4) conclusions as a prerequisite to issuing a variance: (i) that unnecessary hardship would result 
from the strict application of the ordinance; (ii) that the hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property; 
(iii) that the hardship does not result from actions taken by the applicant or the property owner; and, (iv) that the variance 
is consistent with the spirit, purpose, and intent of the zoning code, public safety is secured, and substantial justice is 
achieved. In the spaces provided below, indicate the facts that you intend to show and the arguments that you intend to 
make to convince the Board that it can properly reach these four required conclusions. IT WILL BE YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO PRESENT THESE FACTS BY SWORN TESTIMONY AND COMPETENT EVIDENCE.  
 

(i) UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP WOULD RESULT FROM THE STRICT APPLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE. It shall 

not be necessary to demonstrate that, in the absence of the variance, no reasonable use can be made of the property. 

(State facts and arguments to show that the variance will not result in advantages or special privileges to the applicant 

or property owner that the ordinance denies to other land, structures, or uses in the same district, and it is the minimum 

variance necessary to provide relief.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ check if continued on a separate page 

 

 

(ii) THE HARDSHIP RESULTS FROM CONDITIONS THAT ARE PECULIAR TO THE PROPERTY, SUCH AS 

LOCATION, SIZE, OR TOPOGRAPHY. Hardships resulting from personal circumstances, as well as hardships 

resulting from conditions that are common to the neighborhood or the general public, may not be the basis for granting 

a variance. (State facts and arguments to show that special and unique circumstances or conditions exist which apply 

to the land, buildings or uses involved which are not generally applicable to other land, buildings, structures, or uses 

in the same zoning district.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

___ check if continued on a separate page 
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(iii) THE HARDSHIP DOES NOT RESULT FROM ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE APPLICANT OR THE PROPERTY OWNER. 

The act of purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist that may justify the granting of a variance shall 

not be regarded as a self-created hardship. (State facts and arguments to show that the hardship did not result from 

personal circumstances which would no longer be applicable to the location if the applicant or household was no longer 

present at the property.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____ check if continued on a separate page 

 

 

(iv) THE REQUESTED VARIANCE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SPIRIT, PUPOSE, AND INTENT OF THE ZONING 

CODE, PUBLIC SAFETY IS SECURED, AND SUBSTANTIAL JUSTICE IS ACHIEVED. (State facts and arguments to 

show that, on balance, if the variance is denied, the benefit to the public will be substantially outweighed by the harm 

suffered by the applicant.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____ check if continued on a separate page 
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The Board of Adjustment may apply the following standards to verify whether sworn testimony and/or submitted 
documents/exhibits have been provided to satisfactorily justify the required four findings of fact. Please provide any 
additional documents and statements that will assist the Board in their deliberations: 

A. That special or unique circumstances or conditions exist which apply to the land, buildings or uses involved which 
are not generally applicable to other land, buildings, structures, or uses in the same zoning districts. 

___ Are there any other parcels in the vicinity of the subject site which have similar size, topographical, 
dimensional, configuration, or related characteristics. 

___ What is the closest nearby parcel that exhibits similar characteristics, and what is that/are those 
characteristic(s)?  

 

B. That the special conditions or circumstances do not result from the actions of the property owner or applicant, their 
agent, employee, or contractor. Errors made by such persons in the development, construction, siting or marketing 
process shall not be grounds for a variance except in cases where a foundation survey submitted to the Planning 
Director, or designee, before a contractor proceeds beyond the foundation stage has not revealed an error which 
is discovered later. 

___ Was any foundation or other survey done after construction commenced?  If so, attach. 

___ If the request for variance is due to inaccurate measurements, calculations, or actions by anyone contrary to 
code requirements, please identify who, what the inaccuracy was, when it occurred, when it was discovered, 
what work was done after discovery.  If development activity continued after discovery of the inaccurate action, 
why was it necessary to continue prior to review of this variance request?  

 

C. That the unique hardship situations cited by the applicant are not hardships resulting from personal or household 
members’ circumstances which would no longer be applicable to the location if the applicant or household was no 
longer present at the property. 

___ If another person/entity had control of this site, how would that change the need for the specific variance being 
requested?  

 

D. That the strict enforcement of these zoning requirements would deprive the owner or applicant of reasonable use 
of the property that is substantially consistent with the intent of the code. 

___ How can the property be used if the requested variance is not granted? 

___ Could the property be reasonably used if a variance with less deviation from the adopted requirements be 
issued? 

 

E. That the granting of a variance will not result in advantages or special privileges to the applicant or property owner 
that are denied to other land, structures, or uses in the same district, and it is the minimum variance necessary to 
provide relief. 

___ Why do nearby parcels not need a similar variance to what is being requested? 

___ If granted, how will this site be able to support the same/similar development characteristics as surrounding 
parcels?  

 

F. That the proposed use and the appearance of any proposed addition or alteration will be compatible with, and not 
negatively impact, nearby properties. 

___ If the requested variance is granted, what appearance changes will take place on this site? 

___ Will any visual/appearance changes be visible from any public street?  
 

G. That the variance shall not be materially detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of persons residing or working 
in the neighborhood. Consideration of the effects of the variance shall include but not be limited to, increases in 
activity, noise, or traffic resulting from any expansion of uses allowed by the variance. 

___ List any and all impacts that may be felt by/on adjacent parcels if this requested variance is approved. 
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I certify that all of the information presented by me in this application, including attachments, is accurate to the 
best of my knowledge, information and belief.  
 
 
_______________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Print applicant name      Print representative name  

 

_______________________________________  _____________________________________________ 
Signature of applicant      Signature of representative  

 

_______________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Mailing address of applicant    Mailing address of representative 

 

_______________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
City, State Zip        City, State Zip 

 

_______________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Email address of applicant    Email address of representative 

 

_______________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Date       Date 

 

 

NO REQUEST FOR A ZONING VARIANCE WILL BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE AND PROCESSED PER § 155.403.2.B. 
UNTIL ALL SECTIONS HAVE RESPONSES, ALL DOCUMENTS AND EXHIBITS ARE ATTACHED, AND THE 
PROPERTY OWNER HAS SIGNED THE APPLICATION FORM.  
  
IN THE SITUATION THAT THE PROPERTY OWNER IS NOT AN INDIVIDUAL, PLEASE INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION 
THAT APPLICANT IS AN AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.  
  
IF THE PROPERTY OWNER IS NOT THE APPLICANT APPEARING TO SPEAK BEFORE THE BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT, SUCH AS LESSEE, PLEASE PROVIDE EXPLANATION OF RELATIONSHIP TO 
APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE.  PRESENTING REPRESENTATIVE’S AUTHORITY TO APPEAR SHALL BE 
VERIFIED BEFORE THE APPLICATION IS CONSIDERED COMPLETE. 
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